Caroline Turknett poses with her lemonade
stand. (Special photo)

Local teen’s passion of
helping others continues
with lemonade stand

By VERLIE ANNE
TURKNETT .

Like many children, when
Caroline Turknett of Bleckley
County was eight, she decided
she wanted to sell lemonade in
her neighborhood.

It was easy.to get her
grandparents on board. Her
grandmother, Verlie Anne,
helped her with plans, making
flyers to distribute to neigh-
bors and friends, and her
grandfather, Don a master

wood worker, built, the lemon-
ade stand and entire family
soon joined in.

Like most children,
Turknett was thinking of
things she could buy with the
money she would make when
her grandmother suggested
that she should pick a charity
to give some of the money to.

The first summer in 2009,
she was able to send $100 to
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the Smile Train, an organiza-
tion that helps children with
disfiguring clefts. Her dona-
tion paid for a child to stay for
two nights in the hospital.

The next summer, after
hearing Ron Abney speak at
Vacation Bible School,
Turknett knew what she
wanted to do with her money.
Abney traveled to many coun-
tries while working for the
U.S. State Department and
while in Cambodia, he came
upon a small orphanage called
Takeo Orphanage. After re-
turning to the U.S., he begins
helping these children by rais-
ing money to support college
scholarships.

After hearing Abney’s story,
Turknett was ready to help.

The second year she made
$200 and sent to Abney for the
orphanage. The project be-
came real to Turknett as Ab-
ney introduced her to one of
the orphans, Srey Touch who
became her pen pal.
Turknett enjoyed communi-
cating with her and even sent
packages to the orphanage
with Abney.
The next year, as soon as
school was out, Turknett was
ready to have the lemonade
stand. Again, they made fly-
ers, lemonade, cookies, and
cupcakes and they made $400.
The project continued to grow
each summer with more peo-

ple hearing about what she
was doing.

Abney passed away about
three months after he and
Turknett visited while he was
recovering from heart surgery.
The work continues through
the Ron Abney Educational
Fun and so does Turknetts
work. For the past three sum-
mers, the lemonade stand con-
tinued and $3350.00 was sent
to Cambodia. In all Turknett
has been able to send a total of
$4700 to The Ron Abney Edu-
cational Fund.

The cost of a year at the
University in Phnom Penh is
$450 for a standard degree
and $1,200 for an advanced
degree.

The fund also gives each
student $50 for books and sup-
plies. According to Mrs. Lee
Darter, President of the Ron
Abney Educational Fund, Car-
oline’s contributions have
been able to help nine stu-
dents complete a year of col-
lege or two students actually
go all the way through four-
years of college and graduate.

After graduating, these
students are able to start pro-
fessional careers in Phnom
Phenh. Unlike most teens,
who may think hosting a
lemonade stand is a little

‘childish, Caroline sees it as a

way to bring the community
together to support a cause
that is giving orphans in an-
other country a brighter fu-
ture.

According to Turknett, “I
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know that here in America, we
are so blessed and don’t really
know it until you talk to some-
one who is less fortunate than
you and see how they live. I
love knowing I help .make
their lives a little better!”

In 2013 and 2014 Kohl’s
Cares Scholarship Program
for her efforts recognized
Turknett as a regional winner.
In the June issue of Woman’s
Day magazine, Caroline was
recognized for her efforts in
the magazine’s “The Kindness
Project” feature.

Turknett is the daughter of
Robyn Faulk and Matt
Turknett.




